
February 7-8, 2020 

10THANNUAL  
PUERTO RICO ONCOLOGY SYMPOSIUM 

 

     Cancer Care 
     Disparities &  

Oncology Practice Issues 

 
La Concha, A Renaissance Resort 

1077 Ashford Avenue, San Juan, PR, 00907 

Please visit www.FLASCO.org for more information. 

Gerardo Colon-Otero, MD,  Luis Raez,  MD,FACP,  Jose Davila, MD William Caceres, MD,  

and  Maribel Tirado, MD,  invite you, your colleagues, and your office staff to attend. 

F eatured Speakers 

 

Dr. Carethers was the founding 

Director of the NIH-funded UCSD 

Gastroenterology Center grant, and 

was the Director of the 

gastroenterology T32 training grant. 

His laboratory research continues to 

be funded by the NIH. Dr. Carethers 

also has interest in colorectal cancer 

disparities as it relates to genetics 

and outcomes.  

                   FLASCO:   The Voice of Oncology in FloridaFLASCO:   The Voice of Oncology in Florida 

John Carethers, MD, MACP 
C. Richard Boland Distinguished University Professor 

John G. Searle Professor and Chair,  

Department of Internal Medicine 

Professor, Human Genetics 

University of Michigan Luis Alberto Diaz, Jr., MD 
Head of the Division of Solid Tumor Oncology  

Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center 
 

Dr. Luis Diaz is a leading 

authority in oncology who has 

pioneered several genomic 

diagnostic and therapeutic 

approaches for cancer. He is 

head of the Division of Solid 

Tumor Oncology at the Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center where he specializes in 

the treatment of advanced pancreatic and 

colorectal cancers.  

http://www.flasco.org


Cancer Care Disparities  and Oncology Practice IssuesCancer Care Disparities  and Oncology Practice Issues  

8:15AM – 9:30AM  GI and GU Cancer Case Presentations by HO Fellows from         CME/CE 

            University of Puerto Rico and San Juan VA Hospital Fellowship Programs 

La Concha Resort, San Juan, PR 

Friday, February 7, 2020 
7:00 – 8:00 AM   Breakfast, Networking & Visit Exhibitors 

8:00—8:15 AM Welcome and Goals: Gerardo Colon– Otero, MD, Marcia Cruz– Correa, MD, PhD and Jose Davila, MD 

 
 
 
 

Moderators: Alexis Cruz, MD and Maribel Tirado, MD 
Visiting Faculty: Lewis Roberts, MD, Jason Starr, MD, Winston Tan, MD, and Luis Diaz, MD  
 

9:30 – 10:00 AM Break and Visit Exhibitors 

10:00AM - 10:30AM Guillermo Tortolero-Lugo, PhD  University of Puerto Rico 
 
 
 

Moderator: Jaime Matta, PhD 

10:30 – 10:45 AM  Proteomic Studies on Lung Cancer 
 Pedro G. Santiago-Cardona, PhD   
 Ponce Health System 

10:45 – 11:00 AM  Update on HPV and Related Diseases  
 Ana Patrica Ortiz-Martinez, PhD   
 University of Puerto Rico 

11:00 – 11:15 AM  Question and Answer Session 
 

 

12:00 – 1:00 PM Lunch, Networking, & Visit Exhibitors 

 
Moderator: Marcia Cruz-Correa, MD, PhD   

 

1:00—1:20PM  Disparities and Molecular Biology of HCC 
 Lewis Roberts, MD  Mayo Clinic Minnesota 

 

1:20—1:40PM  Screening for Colorectal Cancer 
 Chyke Doubeni, MD, MPH  Mayo Clinic Minnesota 
 

 

1:40 – 2:00 PM  Discussions, Questions and Answers: Speaker’s Panel 
  

2:00 – 2:20 PM   What is New on Colorectal Cancer Genomics and Microsatellite Instability 
Luis Alberto Diaz, Jr, MD Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 

2:20 – 2:40 PM  Update on the Management of CRC 
   Jason Starr, DO  Mayo Clinic Florida 
 

2:40—3:00PM  Microbiome and CRC 
 John Carethers, MD  University of Michigan 
 

 

3:00 – 3:20 PM  Discussions, Questions and Answers: Speaker’s Panel 
   3:20 – 3:40 PM  Break 

 Moderator: Luis Baez, Jr, MD 
3:40 – 4:00 PM   Prostate Cancer Care Disparities 

Mariana Stern, PhD University of Southern California 
 

4:00 – 4:20 PM  Management of Localized Prostate Cancer: Role of Robotics 
   Ricardo Sanchez, MD  Puerto Rico Urologic Society 

 

4:20 – 4:40 PM  Update on the Management of Metastatic Prostate Cancer 
   Winston Tan, MD Mayo Clinic Florida 
 

4:40 – 5:00 PM  Discussions, Questions and Answers: Speaker’s Panel 

 
 
Presentations and Discussions by University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine Second Year Medical Students who  
received the FLASCO-Mayo CTSA scholarship in July 2019, UPR– Mayo CTSA scholarship recipients, and PhD and MD/PhD student 
recipients of U54 Pilot Grants 
Moderators and Discussants: Gerardo Colon-Otero, MD, Enid Garcia, MD, MPH, Marcia Cruz-Correa, MD, William Caceres, MD,  
Maribel Tirado, MD, Mariana Stern, PhD, Lewis Roberts, MD, Jose Davila, MD John Carethers, MD, Jason Starr, MD, Luis Diaz, MD,  
Luis Raez, MD, FACP and Winston Tan, MD 

10:00AM – 10:30AM  Update on Cancer Epidemiology in Puerto Rico          CME/CE 

Florida Society of Clinical Oncology (FLASCO) & Asociacion de Hematologia y Oncologia Medica de PR (AHOMPR) 
Proudly Present 

1010th Annual Puerto Rico Oncology Symposiumth Annual Puerto Rico Oncology Symposium  

1:00 – 3:20 PM   Cancer Care Disparities and Management of GI  and GU Cancers       CME/CE 

3:40 – 5:30 PM   Cancer Care Disparities and Management of Prostate Cancer           CME/CE 

11:15 – 11:30 AM  Genetic Studies on Breast Cancer 
 Julie Dutil, PhD   
 Ponce School of Medicine 

11:30 – 11:45 AM  Colorectal Cancer Genetic Studies 
  Marcia Cruz-Correa, MD, PhD 

  University of Puerto Rico 

11:45 – 12:00 PM  Question and Answer Session 

5:00 – 6:30 PM   Poster Presentations: Wine & Cheese, Appetizer Celebration 

10:30AM – 12:00 PM  Cancer Care Disparities Research in Puerto Rico: Research Updates     CME/CE 



8:00AM – 9:30AM  Practice Issues of Oncology in Puerto Rico and USA          CME/CE 

10:00AM – 11:30AM  Panel Discussion on Diagnostic Molecular Biology Testing for Cancer in 2020 

   Which Tests to Order for Which Diseases?                CME/CE 

12:30PM – 3:00PM  Cancer Care Disparities, Survivorship, and Community Advocacy   CME/CE 

Florida Society of Clinical Oncology (FLASCO) & Asociacion de Hematologia y Oncologia Medica de PR (AHOMPR) 
Proudly Present 

1010th Annual Puerto Rico Oncology Symposiumth Annual Puerto Rico Oncology Symposium  

Cancer Care Disparities and Oncology Practice Issues Cancer Care Disparities and Oncology Practice Issues   
La Concha Resort, San Juan, PR 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 
7:00 AM – 7:45 AM  Registration, Breakfast, and Exhibitor Networking  
 

7:45 AM – 8:00 AM  Welcome & Opening Remarks 
   Gerardo Colon-Otero, MD  Sixto Perez, MD 

         Program Chairman              President, AHOMPR 

   
 

 

 

 

Moderators:  Sixto Perez, MD, President AHOMPR and Luis Raez, MD, FLASCO President and Jose Davila, MD 

8:00 AM Status of Cancer Care in Puerto Rico 

Jose Davila, MD  

8:30 AM Update on Cancer Care Issues in the USA 

Ted Okon, MBA 

Community Oncology Alliance Executive Director 
9:00 AM    Panel Discussion: Dr. Fernando Cabanillas, Dr. Luis Baez, Dr. Juan Schaening, Dr. Jose Davila, Ted Okon, 

and Dr. Sixto Perez  
 
 

9:30AM – 10:00AM   Visit with Exhibitors and Networking Break 

 
 

 
 

Moderators: Jose Davila, MD 

10:00 AM Overview of Molecular Biology Testing for Common Cancers (Lung, Prostate, Breast and Colorectal) 

 Amanda Hemmerich, MD    

 Foundation Medicine 

Panelists:    Jose Lozada, MD   Caris Speaker   Jose Davila, MD 

 Auxilio Mutuo Hospital   Caris    Arecibo, Puerto Rico  

 

11:30PM – 12:30PM Lunch and Networking with Exhibitors 
 

 
 

Moderator: Noridza Rivera, MD  

12:30 PM Issues on Cancer Care Survivorship: Management of Menopausal Symptoms and Sexual Health 

Jacqueline Thielen, MD 

Mayo Clinic Florida 
 

1:00 PM The Role of Cancer Survivors and Health Advocates in Improving Cancer Care and Research 

Mary Dicey Jackson Scroggins 

Women Health Advocate-Activist 

1:30 PM The Importance of Cancer Survivor Advocacy in Propelling Cancer Research Forward in Puerto Rico  

Panelists:    Maria Cristy   Lanessa Cintron   Julia Santiago 

 American Cancer Society   Merck, Health Policy  Julia Strong Foundation  
 

2:00 PM Community Driven Cancer Research: A Pilot Collaborative Program between Mayo Clinic Alix School of 

Medicine and UPR School of Medicine Aimed at Connecting Medical Students with Underserved 

Communities in Puerto Rico  

Gerardo Colon-Otero, MD     

Mayo Clinic Florida     

 

 

2:30 PM   Adjourn 

*FLASCO reserves the right to alter this program without prior notice.  Speakers and agenda are subject to change. 



Registration Fees  

FLASCO Member (Exception of Courtesy)         Complimentary 

Puerto Rico Oncology Professionals and Staff       Complimentary 

FLASCO Courtesy Members       $250 

Non– Exhibiting Industry, Non-FLASCO Members      $500 

 

A block of rooms has been 

reserved at the  
 

La Concha,  A Renaissance 

Resort 
 

1077 Ashford Avenue, San Juan, 

PR, 00907 
 

Please make your RESERVATIONS  by calling  (787) 977-3399 and refer to Florida 

Society of Clinical Oncology to reserve your room for meeting rate of $312.70 (plus 

applicable taxes and hotel fees) per night. 

DEADLINE 
The hotel has requested that all reservations be made prior to  

December 23, 2019. After that date, reservations will only be accepted on a 

space and rate available basis. 
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Sponsored by 
FLASCO in 

collaboration with 
Asociacion de 
Hematologia y 

Oncologia Medica de 
PR (AHOMPR) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Conference Director: 
Gerardo Colon-Otero, MD 

Mayo Clinic Florida 
FLASCO Past President 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Florida Society of 
Clinical Oncology 

 

 

10022 Water Works Lane 

Riverview, FL 33578 

Phone: 813-677-0246 

Fax: 813-677-0559 

 
REGISTRATION FEES & REGISTRATION FEES & 

INFORMATIONINFORMATION  

 

Sponsorship and Exhibiting Opportunities 
 

FLASCO is pleased to invite industry to exhibit at this event. We are 

expecting 125-150 attendees at the Puerto Rico Oncology Symposium. 

The cost is $1,500 for all companies with the exception of meeting 

sponsors. Please contact assistant3@flasco.org for available Sponsorship 

Opportunities. 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

 To update hematologist/oncologists and their teams on 

issues affecting oncology practices in the USA and 

Puerto Rico. In addition this conference will advance the 

understanding of, and ultimately help to eliminate, the 

disparities along the cancer continuum that represent a major public health problem. 

Reflecting this transdisciplinary field, professionals from academia, industry, government, 
and the community are brought together to promote the exchange of novel ideas,  discuss 

the latest findings in the field, and stimulate the development of new research on health 

disparities. Our ultimate goal of this educational effort is to promote collaborations between 

leading cancer care disparities scientists in mainland USA and PR. 

C onference        
  Goals 


