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RCHOP has been the standard for over 20 years

Coiffer, NEJM, 2002.
Coiffier. Blood. 2010. 

Disease-Free Survival

• 10-year PFS 36.5%
• 10-year OS 43.5% 
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POLARIX: Polatuzumab Vedotin + R-CHP vs R-CHOP in 
Previously Untreated DLBCL

Polatuzumab vedotin is an antibody-drug conjugate targeting CD79b

Randomized phase III trial

Primary endpoint: PFS

Tilly. NEJM. 2022.
Slide modified from Decera Clinical
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POLARIX Efficacy and Toxicity

Tilly. NEJM. 2022.
Slide modified from Decera Clinical
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FrontMIND: Tafasitamab plus lenalidomide and R-CHOP 
vs R-CHOP for 1L High-Risk DLBCL

Lenz, Lancet, 2026
Slide modified from Decera Clinical
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FrontMIND: Tafasitamab plus lenalidomide and R-CHOP 
vs R-CHOP for 1L High-Risk DLBCL

Lenz, Lancet, 2026

• 3y PFS: 67.3% vs 60.7%
• Slight increase in G3+ AE’s, mostly cytopenias



Ongoing Trials in 1L DLBCL
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EPCORE NHL-5 Arm 3: Epcoritamab + Pola-R-CHP

• ECOG PS 0–2
• IPI score 2–5
• Pola-R-CHP 6 cycles
• Epcoritamab 8 cycles
• Data cutoff: October 1, 2024
• Median follow-up: 16.1 

months
• Primary endpoint: DLTs of 

epcoritamab in combination 
with antineoplastic agents

Arm 3: Epcoritamab + pola-R-CHP 1L DLBCL: Dose escalation and dose expansion (21-day cycle)
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Kerr et al, EHA, 2025
One among many 1L DLBCL bispecific antibody trials 
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ZUMA-23: Axicabtagene ciloleucel vs SOC in 1L High Risk 
DLBCL

Westin, 2023
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Ongoing Trials in Frontline DLBCL
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The King is Dead…Long Live the King!

• Pola-R-CHP has replaced R-CHOP as a standard in 1L high-risk DLBCL

• Tafa/Len + R-CHOP is hot on its heels

• R-CHOP still has a role for early stage or low-IPI disease

• There are many exciting ongoing trials:

• Combinations of bispecifics, ADCs, and targeted therapies with RCHOP-based backbones

• 1L CAR-T in high-risk patients

• MRD-driven consolidation
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